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TITLE 3— THE PRESIDENT
REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 1 OF 

1953
Prepared by the President and Trans­

mitted to the Senate and the House of 
Representatives in Congress Assem­
bled, March 12, 1953, Pursuant to the 
Provisions of the Reorganization Act 
of 1949, Approved June 20, 1949, as 
Amended1

Department of H ealth, Education, and 
W elfare

S ection 1. Creation of Department,* 
Secretary. There is hereby established 
an executive department, which shall be 
known as the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare (hereafter in 
this reorganization plan referred to as 
the Department). There shall be at the 
head of the Department a Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare (here­
after in this reorganization plan referred 
to as the Secretary),, who shall be ap­
pointed by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and 
Who shall receive compensation at the 
rate now or hereafter prescribed by law 
for the heads of executive departments. 
The Department shall be administered 
under the supervision and direction of 
the Secretary.

Sec. 2. Under Secretary and Assistant 
Secretaries. There shall be in the De­
partment an Under Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare and two Assist­
ant Secretaries of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, each of whom shall be ap­
pointed by the President by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall perform such functions as the Sec­
retary may prescribe, and shall receive 
compensation at the rate now or here­
after provided by law for under secre­
taries and assistant secretaries, respec­
tively, of executive departments. The 
Under Secretary (or, during the absence 
or disability of the Under Secretary or 
in the event of a vacancy in the office

1 Effective April 11, 1953, under th e  provi­
sions o f th e  J o in t R eso lu tion  approved April 
1, 1953 (Pub. Law 13, 83d Cong.; 67 S tat. 18) ; 
published p u rsu an t to  sectio n  11 of th e  R e­
organization A ct o f 1949 (63 S tat. 206; 5 
U. S. C. Sup., 133Z-9).

of Under Secretary, an Assistant Secre­
tary determined according to such order 
as the Secretary shall prescribe) shall 
act as Secretary during the absence or 
disability of the Secretary or in the event 
of a vacancy in the office of Secretary.

Sec. 3. Special Assistant. There shall 
be in the Department a Special Assistant 
to the Secretary (Health and Medical 
Affairs) who shall be appointed by the 
President by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate from among 
persons who are recognized leaders 
in the medical field with wide non­
governmental experience, shall review 
the health and medical programs of the 
Department and advise the Secretary 
with respect to the improvement of such 
programs and with respect to necessary 
legislation in the health and medical 
fields, and shall receive compensation at 
the rate now or hereafter provided by 
law for assistant secretaries of executive 
departments.

S ec. 4. Commissioner of Social Secu­
rity. There shall be in the Department 
a Commissioner of Social Security who 
shall be appointed by the President by 
and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall perform such functions 
concerning social security and public 
welfare as the Secretary may prescribe, 
and shall receive compensation at the 
rate now or hereafter fixed by law for 
Grade GS-18 of the general schedule 
established by the Classification Act of 
1949, as amended.

S ec. 5. Transfers to the Department. 
All functions of the Federal Security Ad­
ministrator are hereby transferred to the 
Secretary. All agencies of the Federal 
Security Agency, together with their re­
spective functions, personnel, property, 
records, and unexpended balances of ap­
propriations, allocations, and other funds 
(available or to be made available), and 
all other functions, personnel, property, 
records, and unexpended balances of ap­
propriations, allocations, and other funds 
(available or to be made available) of the 
Federal Security Agency are hereby 
transferred to the Department.

Sec. 6. Performance of Functions of 
the Secretary. The Secretary may from 
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by th e  F ed era l'R eg ister  D ivision , N ational 
Archives and Records Service, G eneral Serv­
ices A dm in istration , p u rsu an t to  th e  a u ­
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time to time make such provisions as the 
Secretary deems appropriate authorizing 
the performance of any of the functions 
of the Secretary by any other officer, or 
by any agency or employee, of the De- . 
partment.

S ec. 7. Administrative Services. In 
the interest of economy and efficiency 
the Secretary may from time to tinte es­
tablish central administrative services in 
the fields of procurement, budgeting, ac­
counting, personnel, library, legal, and 
other services and activities common to 
the several agencies of the Department; 
and the Secretary may effect such trans­
fers within the Department of the per­
sonnel employed, the property and 
records used or held, and the funds 
available for use in connection with such 
administrative service activities as the 
Secretary may deem necessary for the 
conduct of any services so established: 
Provided, That no professional or sub­
stantive function vested by law in any 
officer shall be removed from the juris­
diction of such officer under this section.

S ec. 8. Abolitions. The Federal Se­
curity Agency (exclusive of the agencies 
thereof transferred by section 5 of this 
reorganization plan), the offices of Fed­
eral Security Administrator and Assist­
ant Federal Security Administrator 
created by Reorganization Plan No. I (53 
Stat. 1423), the two offices of assistant 
heads of the Federal Security Agency 
created by Reorganization Plan No._2 
of 1946 (60 Stat. 1095), and the office of 
Commissioner for Social Security created 
by section 701 of the Social Security Act, 
as amended (64 Stat. 558), are hereby 
abolished. The Secretary shall make 
such provisions as .may be necessary in 
order to wind up any outstanding affairs 
of the Agency and offices abolished by 
this section which are not otherwise pro­
vided for in this reorganization plan.

S ec. 9. Interim provisions. The Pres­
ident may authorize the persons who 
immediatley prior to the time this re­
organization plan takes effect occupy 
the offices of Federal Security Adminis­
trator, Assistant Federal Security Ad­
ministrator, assistant heads of the 
Federal Security Agency, and Commis­
sioner for Social Security to act as Sec­
retary, Under Secretary, and Assistant 
Secretaries of Health, Education, and 
Welfare and as Commissioner of Social 
Security, respectively, until those offices 
are filled by appointment in the manner 
provided by sections 1, 2, and 4 of this 
reorganization plan, but not for a period 
of more than 60 days. While so acting, 
such persons shall receive compensation 
at the rates, provided by this reorganiza­
tion plan for the offices the functions of 
which they perform.
[F. R. Doc. 53-3174; F iled, Apr. 10, 1953;

8.: 49 a. m .]
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